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Thermo Fisher Scientific and DHL Express collaborate to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions from global shipping for clinical research, 

advancing more sustainable solutions for life-changing medicines 

 

 The PPD™ clinical research business of Thermo Fisher Scientific, the world 

leader in serving science, is advancing its Mission to enable its customers to 

make the world healthier, cleaner and safer by using DHL Express’ GoGreen Plus 

service and investing in sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)  

 The collaboration enables the PPD clinical research business, and by extension, 

its pharmaceutical and biotech customers, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

by up to 80% on necessary air shipment during the conduct of clinical trials 

(including shipping of clinical trial laboratory samples, kits and other clinical trial 

supplies) on shipments made with DHL Express 

 The implementation of SAF for air shipments of clinical trial materials is a step 

toward meeting both Thermo Fisher’s and its customers’ net-zero commitments 

Bonn, October 1, 2024 - DHL Express, the world’s leading international express delivery provider, 

and the PPD™ clinical research business of Thermo Fisher Scientific, the world leader in serving 

science, have joined forces to drive more sustainable clinical research services for the 

pharmaceutical and biotech industries. The PPD clinical research business will use DHL Express’ 

GoGreen Plus service and invest in sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), a drop-in fuel that can be used in 

most conventional aircraft, to reduce emissions from air transportation. The collaboration enables 

the PPD clinical research business, and by extension, its customers, to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions associated with global clinical research air shipping logistics by up to 80% while 

maintaining rapid shipping timelines, sample chain of custody and quality. It reflects Thermo 

Fisher’s commitment to sustainability and enhances the PPD clinical research business’ leadership 

in environmental innovation, which also includes a variety of initiatives such as renewable energy 

for powering clinical trial sites and labs. 

 

 “Collaboration is the foundation of a more sustainable future,” said Travis Cobb, Executive Vice 

President Global Network Operations & Aviation at DHL Express. “Both DHL and the PPD clinical 

https://www.thermofisher.com/us/en/home/chemicals/applications/green-chemistry.html#:~:text=Across%20all%20product%20lines%2C%20our,improved%20energy%20and%20water%20conservation.
https://www.thermofisher.com/us/en/home/chemicals/applications/green-chemistry.html#:~:text=Across%20all%20product%20lines%2C%20our,improved%20energy%20and%20water%20conservation.
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research business share a strong commitment to carbon footprint reduction. We are pleased they 

can now offer their customers an emission-reduced global shipping solution. Efficient logistics isn’t 

just about moving goods – it’s about moving toward a sustainable future with every delivery we 

make.”  

 

Thermo Fisher supports the urgent calls for action from scientists around the world to address 

climate change and has committed to achieving net-zero emissions by 2050. This commitment, 

along with the company’s near-term climate targets, are aligned with the Paris Agreement and 

the 1.5°C trajectory and have been validated by the Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi). 

 

“In clinical research, deliveries need to be made quickly, often overnight, which limits our options for 

reducing carbon emissions, since most packages must be air shipped,” said Leon Wyszkowski, 

President, Analytical Services, Clinical Research, Thermo Fisher Scientific. “Given this constraint on 

changing transportation modes, our greatest short-term opportunity to reduce shipping emissions 

lies in using more sustainable fuels for air transport. By using SAF, we can immediately reduce our 

emissions from air shipments with DHL Express by up to 80%. Our collaboration with DHL Express 

demonstrates our commitment to enable our customers to advance clinical research quickly while 

mitigating the impact on the environment.” 

 

Insetting through DHL GoGreen Plus enables customers to reduce their Scope 3 emissions − the 

indirect greenhouse gas emissions generated in a company's value chain, including downstream 

transportation and distribution. In contrast to offsetting initiatives, DHL GoGreen Plus (insetting) 

reduces emissions within the logistics sector and can therefore be used by DHL customers for 

voluntary emissions reporting based on the “book and claim approach.” 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel as an Integral Part of DHL’s GoGreen Plus Service 

DHL offers customers the opportunity to reduce the emissions of their supply chain. DHL provides 

the GoGreen Plus service, which allows customers to decarbonize their transportation by choosing 

sustainable fuels and clean technologies for ocean freight, air freight and land transport. 
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Follow us at: twitter.com/DHLglobal 

DHL – The logistics company for the world 

 

DHL is the leading global brand in the logistics industry. Our DHL divisions offer an unrivaled 

portfolio of logistics services ranging from national and international parcel delivery, e-commerce 

shipping and fulfillment solutions, international express, road, air and ocean transport to industrial 

supply chain management. With about 395,000 employees in more than 220 countries and 

territories worldwide, DHL connects people and businesses securely and reliably, enabling 

global sustainable trade flows. With specialized solutions for growth markets and industries, 

including technology, life sciences and healthcare, engineering, manufacturing & energy, auto-

mobility and retail, DHL is decisively positioned as “The logistics company for the world.” 

 

DHL is part of DHL Group, which generated revenues of more than 81.8 billion euros in 2023. With 

sustainable business practices and a commitment to society and the environment, the Group 

positively contributes to the world. DHL Group aims to achieve net-zero emissions logistics by 

2050. 

 

About Thermo Fisher Scientific 

 

Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. is the world leader in serving science, with annual revenue over $40 

billion. Our Mission is to enable our customers to make the world healthier, cleaner and safer. 

Whether our customers are accelerating life sciences research, solving complex analytical 

challenges, increasing productivity in their laboratories, improving patient health through 

https://www.group.dhl.com/press
https://www.twitter.com/dhlglobal
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diagnostics or the development and manufacture of life-changing therapies, we are here to support 

them. Our global team delivers an unrivaled combination of innovative technologies, purchasing 

convenience and pharmaceutical services through our industry-leading brands, including Thermo 

Scientific, Applied Biosystems, Invitrogen, Fisher Scientific, Unity Lab Services, Patheon and PPD. 

For more information, please visit www.thermofisher.com. 

 

http://www.thermofisher.com/

